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St. John's Episcopal Church, near Prairieville and iolia, I-Ussouri, is 

a brick rectangular structure in the style of a small Greek Revival 

temple, with Gothic Revival detailing, a form related to contemporary 

churches of "Tidewater Virginia." Built in 1856, it has a one story, 

one room plan and is an excellent example of the feransiLiun belweu-u    

the Greek and Gothic Hevival styles in rural church architecture.

EXTERIOR

The exterior brick walls, laid in running bond with infrequent header 

courses, rest on a foundation of limestone blocks set in lime mortar. 

The bricks were hand-made.

The openings consist of, on the south (front) elevation, a large cen 

tral doorway flanked by two windows on either side, three windows each 

on the east and west sidewalls, and a central window and small entrance 

door to the east on the north (rear) facade. The south central doorway 

is double leafed, each leaf measuring 2' x 11'6". The head of the 

doorway consists of a pointed arch light with the mullions gently arch 

ing left and right. A brick soldier course outlines this arch. All 

windows are identical. They contain 12 over 12 light double-hung sash, 

topped by a pointed arch light area which is divided by the gentle arcs 

of the continued vertical muntins. The lower sash lights are glazed 

clear while the upper sash and the pointed arch areas have frosted, 

untinted glazing. The windows have cut limestone sills and brick 

soldier courses around the pointed arches. The window on the north 

(rear) facade is boarded over and the door to the east is single- 

leafed, paneled and topped by a three light transom. The doorway is 

outlined by a single soldier course jack arch.

The church building has a simple wooden entablature. There is a full 

return on the south (front) gable end and a partial return on the 

north (rear) gable wall. The cornice is made up entirely of flat 

members joined in such a way as to give the effect of a more complex 

molding. The south (front) gable end has moldings similar to those 

of the cornice, following the pitched edge of the roof, forming a 

heavily delineated pediment. The lack of total resolution of the 

design may be noted in the detailing of this entablature which passes 

over the upper apexes of the brick soldier courses outlining the 

pointed arch window and door heads.

The simple ridge roof has a painted sheet iron covering with standing 

seams. Two brick chimney stacks protrude from the roof on the southern 

third of the east and west (side) elevations. These stacks are con 

tained within the thickness of the brick walls.
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St. John's Spiscopal Church building has primary significance as a 

pristine example of the transitional design in architecture which 

combines elements of both the Greek and Gothic revivals in a build 

ing that closely follows the forai of contemporary churches in the 

Tidewater area of Virginia. Several of the original communicants 

including the main contributor to the construction of the building, 

John W. Davis, were from Virginia. This building therefore demon 

strates a way in which design ideas were carried westward with the 

settlers.

The basic mass of the church building established its relatedness 

to the Greek teraple form. The building is composed of a rectangular 

block under a ridge roof with the ridge oriented along the long axis 

of the block, and with utilitarian and ornamental elements arranged 

symmetrically on each facade. The primary facade is at one of the 

gable ends, and if it were to follow the classic vocabulary more 

fully, it should also have a pedimented portico. This building lacks 

the portico, but has the gable of the primary (south) facade accen 

tuated by being bordered with an entablature and moldings along the 

eave lines.

The elements of its design borrowed from the Gothic vocabulary are 

evident primarily in the height and width of the windows and main 

front door in relation to the width of the intervening sections of 

wall. The pointed arch heads on all but one opening and the inter 

secting arc muntins of the pointed arch lights further relate the 

design to Gothic predecessors.

That the coming together of these two design sources is not totally 

resolved in this building is evidenced in the detailing of the 

entablature which passes over the upper apexes of the brick soldier 

courses outlining the pointed arch window and door heads.

The St. John's Episcopal Church was erected ca. 13^6. On July 12, 

l8p7i Bishop Hawks dedicated the church. (Lottie Wright Davis, 

History of S1U John's ijpiscopal Crhurch, 1966, p. 22.)
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ST. JOHN'S EPISCOPAL CHURCH

INTERIOR

The interior of the church consists of one large room oriented north 

and south, with rwo small vestry rooms at the north end x flanking 

the altar east and west. All of the doors and windows have simple 

raised moldings. The flooring is of natural finished pine boards 

and the walls and ceilings are plastered and painted. The flat ceil 

ing is 18 feet high.

There arc one central row of double pews, and two single rows of 

pews against the east and west sidewalls, respectively. The pews 

are painted white and trimmed with natural finished walnut. They 

appear to be original. The rows of side pews are discontinuous near 

the southern third of the room to provide space for the original 

cast iron stoves, which are identified in the casting as "Minnesota 

No. 6 Pat. 1855, C. T. Filley, St. Louis."

Arrangement and furnishings of the altar area also appear to be 

original. The altar on the north wall is approached by two wooden 

steps that extend the width of the room, east and x?est between the 

vestries. Two lecturns stand in front (just to the south) of the 

altar rail, one to either side of the altar area. The communion 

table is ornamented by a continuous pointed arch motif, which is 

consistent with the design of the pointed arch windows and door of 

the buiVing. The baptismal fount is directly in front of the south 

' 'all of the west vestry.

Both east and west vestries have doorways opening onto the altar area.

The original hardware is still in place. The building has no wiring 

or electricity.

Structural condition and general maintenance are excellent.

This surmary description of the physical appearance of the building 

is based, in part, on data included in the field report by architec 

tural consultant, William E. Lane, A.I.A., received June 1969. The 

report was contracted by the Missouri State Park Board and is filed 

at its central office, P.O. Box 176, 1204 Jefferson Building, Jeff 

erson City, Missouri 65101.
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Wri.;ht Licvis, Hisoory of St. John's ij^iscapal Church, l?oO, p. 19', 
and Lootit: <.;rl t;ht Lsvis, j-.esj.rcs 01 i-av.'is, i-oriKebhor ana ^incrod 
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ouildin^ was ,-2,dOO, pa/able i:; ohrea installments. (Davis, 1966, 

pp. 20-2?.)

The original nenbers first worshiped outside around a large KODaen 

cross, now prasarvnc inside oho ; resent builcing. A Siisll'.r cross 

was usod when services v.erc Inter held in a loj, school house, ;he 

ho;:ioo of the i[i:jr::bGrs anc uhe local Methodist Church. (Sc,a&e 

historical So-jiety of Lissouri, rlis^oric Sites File: Pike County.;

The church was closed c'urinj the Civil .\ar but was reopunad in Io'o5. 

(SoatG historical Society of l-dssouri, Historic Sites File: rike 

County.) Thy building v^as restored in l uO and i-oi^airis in occasional 

use. (Louisiana i'r^ss-Journal, October 17, 19ul> p. 1, col. 2.)
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South (front) slcvav.ioa, view to t".e north. Proportions, pediiusnt 
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pointed arched Cen?str tion and laced rr.ntin lines reveal Gothic 
Hevival tendsncJes.
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to left (e"st) dG.'.O'-.strates tvpical conservative tendency of 
id-d-ninetcsnth century out-st-te ib'.ssourians to preserve older 
for. ,3 a:id incorporate the)n vrith nswer rashions.
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'""°"< Old St. John's

HISTORIC: St.

LOCATION ' 

u

3
..3jj,o nort.h_of Eolia on County Route B; >- "ille e.-st on County Routs H

CITY OR TOWN;

PHOTO REFERENCE ';

Pika ja.

lil 

HI

-1 St^ta Park

Missouri State Park 3card, P.O. Box 1?6
l?0!j Jot";7gi-son Buildin^. Jefferson City, iassouri

DENTIFICATION

OESCRIQE VIEW. omECTION. ETC.

Interior, vies: to the northwest, ktite paint of petra and walla 

contrasts with natvral finish of pine floors^ walnut trim and 

ualnut lecterns. Iron tie rod extends across t'<s interior face 

of the north wall a^d is securod on the exterior with iron S-bracea.
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V)

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR STATE 

NATIONAL PARK SERVICE ;.flgsonv,j

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES C°U " TY 
PiVfi

PROPERTY PHOTOGRAPH FORM FOR NPS USE ONLY

. . , ENTRY NUMBER DATE

"*• |Ki;NAME\.: , ' .,' ' : •:••'.'/ ' .'/•:. - • ' "• ' • ' •;' " • ••'••'•/ ''

O

i- N

u

3 

K 

H 

t/t

z m

LIJ

UJ „„..

u, E

COMMON: gift St.. -To:-R ' S

AND/OR HISTORIC: St. Jo'.jt'r '-~) i s o O' • ^ 1 Chnr'n'n

OCATION ... . . . . .,:,, ....... .

STREET AND NUMBER:

4 m-ilp north of ^olin. on Co^ntT Route Dj ^ :ril_p nsst on CounuT Route I T
Cl TY OR TOWN:

Pra/irievllle-T-ol:' a
STATE: CODE COUNTY: CODE

"ifsouri 2h Pike 153
HOTO REFERENCE - j

PHOTO CRF.OIT: •-./.; -|-j-ir.n lj Lfitic. ''.rc"it---at :.:T-T. Cons:ltr.nt, :ii;;so;;~i Sf:te P^rk

DATE OF PHOTO: Jt'm 1 ^ j 1 cl -, 9 LjO'z'.rd

NEGATIVE FILED AT: Missouri ot t'2 Prirk Board, P.O. Box 176 

__ 1.20). ,T-f-;'n--on -=!-! 1-:i;v;-. ,T.-.ff«rson Cit^ : -; s^oi-r-i, 6?101

DENTIf-ICATIOlv

DESCRIBE VIEW, DIRECTION, ETC.

Interior, det?il oV oast sidevall. Sinole heavy wood 

jiioliing is typical, of Greek Revival style.
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a, <.LPCA-TION :

LU 

LU

Pike
REFEREljCE_




